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COMMISSION ON CIA ACTIVITIES WITHI 


N THE UNITED STATES 
Washington, DC 20500 


ica] Branch s 
Treichlep. 


ere unti] 1968. There 
©ns in that branch at the time (Boston, Dr, Ray 
-its h ad, and ) 
b in about 1965, n 
remerged With the c istry Branch 
Deputy Chief of the Chem; 
Branch Chief, 
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had them forn and burned, It took four People a fy}] day to destroy 
these documents. Boston was never told Whether Gotlieb Made his 
Fequest at the request of Mr, Helms, However, he @aSSumes that the 
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ORD had been keeping a list of Such drugs, This was also the Primary 
Source of drugs by Edgewood Arsenal] which was the Army's installation ° 


In the early 1960s, Boston himself Conducted many tests of drugs on 
animals, Much of this ©xperimentation was undertaken by Contractors 
St i 


Testing with Humans 


he was With-OTsS: These were all testeg on voluntary Subjects from the 
Agency or from Bacaville Correctional] Center in Bacaville, California, 
The three are as follows: 


ae fluorescent chemical which when Mixed with shampoo would 
leave fluorescent traces on the hair, This was used for identification 
Purposes, 


in bad side effects on humans. He has heard Tumors that certain tests 
were at one time Conducted on unwitting subjects but he knows of none 
of the Specifics, 
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LSD Program 
ATTY 


Boston is aware of an LSp Program run in the 1950s under Dr, Hank 
Bortner, Dr, Bortner left the Agency many years 2g0 and is Since 
deceased, He told Boston that he had taken LSD himself during the 
Course of testing, Boston wag Not aware that tests had ever been 
Conducted on UnWitting Subjects, 


The Biological] Branch 
oe BCA! Branch 


The Biological Branch existed from 196] through 1968. He engaged in 
the following activities: 


Services to Control Crowds, etc, ; unfriendly to those EOvernments, 
The gasses were manufactured in Canisters which were unmarked and 
untraceable, 


3. Animal training Programs, Started by ORD, were continued by 
TSD. In Particular, Tavens were trained to deliver Packages, etc, 


4. The Branch also engaged in an ongoing analytical Program 
Wherein they would analyze any substance brought to the Agency by 
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The Chemica] Branch 
Since 1968 the 


Biological Branch remerged with the 
Boston States that the Chemical 
activities, 


Chemical Branch, 
Branch has eugag 


ed in the following 


l. The development Of power Sources. This is by far the Chemical 
Branch's most important activity, taking UP about two-thirds of its time 
These POWer sources are the types Which are 
mitters, etc 


‘» USed in the field, 


2: 


The analytical facili 
Branch j 


ty previous] 
S NOW operated by t 


Y Operated b 
he Chemical 


y the Biological 
Branch. 


training activities are Carried out to train 
dead drops, 


to retrieve 
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8. The Branch has developed component parts for other development 
and engineering branch projects. 


9. The Branch is involved in a radiation health badge service for 
personnel overseas. : 


The Chemical Branch has not been engaged in any experimentation with 
drugs which influence the mind or behavior. They have not been involved 
at all with drugs that would in any way affect humans. If any branch 


would carry on such activity, it would be the Chemical Branch. 


( The Manufacture of Poison Capsules 


If poison capsules had been manufactured by CIA, the most likely place 
for such manufacture would have been the Biological Branch of CTS or 
TSD. Boston states that the Branch did have some capsules when he 
first came aboard (he doesn't know who developed them; they have since 
been destroyed). These were hydrogen-cyanide capsules for suicides. 
They could not be given to a human unknowingly as the person taking 
the capsule had to crush a §as capsule with his teeth and then suck back 
Sharply. 


Boston is not aware of any other poison capsules which have been manu- 
factured by the Chemical Branch. or by the Biological Branch between 

- 1961 and 1968. Boston reiterated that if a tasteless poison were to be 
developed in capsule form, with a delayed lethal reaction, it would 
almost surely be developed by the Biological Branch of TSD. 


Boston stated that the Biological Branch was working with Fort Dietrich 
on a dart launcher which would shoot a tiny dart which could not be felt 
by the victim. The dart was large enough to carry lethal material but 
it was being developed to simply immobilize victims and it apparently 
was not large enough to carry sufficient amounts of knock-out material. 


Boston believes he would have heard of a poison capsule project but he 


is not sure. The requirement may have come to a Specific individual 
if it was a sensitive job. 
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Dr. Ray Treichler, who was head of the Biological] Branch from 1961 
Until 1966 op 1967, Presently works for Hudson Manufacturing Company 


Now is the Washington representative of the Midwest Research Institute 
of Kansas City, 


Miscellaneous Matters 


Those PE€rsons who may have been involved in early drug Programs. 
include Dr, Treichler, Dr, Bortner (dead) and Dr, Gotlieb (in India),. 
Other old-timers in the Chemistry Branch include Dr. Lashbrook 
(retired in 1960), . 


ee 
James N. Roethe._ 


e 10 
50955 Bocld:324273606 Pag 
HW 


HW 50955 


Doocld: 32423006 


Page ii 


Will ba appo 
you decide 
ha ve the xr i 
answer untii 


foregoing advice, Y 
a Questions [Ath fe 


Lon of any Kind has 


in éour ms 


Stion 
g estioning. 
inted for You bb 


to answer. questions 
HE to Stoo BNSWerin 


YOu talk to a 


Pe, 


threats have” pee 


beet 


wit 
Fat 
awvar , 


